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Thematic context

Thematic context
Climate change, environmental degrada-
tion and natural hazards are intensifying 
globally, threatening lives and the health 
of our planet. Rising temperatures, extreme 
weather and pollution not only make it 
harder to achieve the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs), but also reduce the 
overall impact of our development coop-
eration, hindering efforts to build a better 
future. The negative effects of climate 
change and environmental degradation 
are particularly felt by the poorest and 
most vulnerable communities, especially 
women and marginalised groups, even 
though these groups have minimal impact 
on the factors driving these crises. Climate 
change alone could displace up to 216 mil-
lion people by 2050, while pollution causes 
nine million premature deaths each year. 
The cost of inaction could reach 20% of 
global income, underscoring the urgency 
to act. Investing in risk reduction is not 
only essential, but also cost-effective: every 

Swiss franc invested can save up to CHF 15 
in post-disaster recovery.

Switzerland too is feeling the effects of a 
changing climate, with temperatures rising 
more than twice the global average. These 
changes are not just environmental; they 
are also economic. Switzerland’s prosperity 
relies on stable international trade, reliable 
supply chains and secure investments. 
Climate challenges and environmental 
degradation in other countries are increas-
ingly disrupting these foundations, directly 
impacting Switzerland’s economy and 
stability. 

Climate change and environmental deg-
radation are global issues that transcend 
borders, affecting global stability. In tack-
ling them Switzerland is helping to foster 
peace and stability while protecting its own 
political and economic foundations.

Switzerland is a trusted global partner in 
climate action, disaster risk reduction (DRR) 
and environmental protection. With world-
class research institutions, an innovative 
cleantech sector, an engaged civil society, 
and a well-coordinated public sector, Swit-
zerland is well placed to drive climate-resil-
ient development and support the global 
transition to low-carbon economies. These 
strengths position Switzerland not just as a 
participant, but as a driving force in shaping 
a sustainable and secure future.
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The SDC contributed to tackling climate 
change, DRR and environmental challenges 
in an integrated manner. By fostering 
expertise and partnerships, the SDC Cli-
mate, Disaster Risk Reduction and Environ-
ment (CDE) Section bridged gaps, drove 
innovation and created sustainable change. 
It also strengthened advisory services and 
knowledge management, integrating cli-
mate, DRR and environmental principles, 
such as climate resilience, risk prevention, 
and biodiversity conservation, across SDC 
activities. 

Policy dialogue 
The SDC played a key role in helping to 
shape global policies on climate action, 
DRR and environmental protection. It influ-
enced climate norms (e.g. UNFCCC, Climate 
Funds) and helped establish the Santiago 
Network to support countries facing cli-
mate-related losses and damage. In the 
area of DRR, the SDC is committed to incor-
porating the perspectives and experiences 

of society as a whole – from the public and 
private sectors to academia and civil society 
(e.g. through the Swiss Consultative Group 
on DRR). Going forward, stronger align-
ment between policy and implementation 
is key to turning global commitments into 
effective actions for the most vulnerable. 

Operational programmes 
The SDC’s low-carbon work improved 
off-grid clean energy access for 31.6 
million people in 18 countries, mainly in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, avoiding 2.91 million 
tonnes of CO2 emissions. Its partnerships 
helped raise CHF 331.5 million for sustain-
able cooling in Kenya, Ghana, Madagascar 
and Mozambique. A successful pilot of 
solar irrigation led to a CHF 1.14 billion 
investment in solar water pumps by Paki-
stan’s government.

To build resilience, Swiss-supported ini-
tiatives mobilised over CHF 35.7 billion 
in World Bank investments. Through the 

Climate Risk and Early Warning Systems 
(CREWS) initiative, 67.4 million people in 19 
countries gained better weather forecast-
ing and warning systems. Regional collab-
orations in the Balkans and Andes secured 
government commitments to improving 
hydro-meteorological services and forest 
management.

Challenges remain in scaling up adaptation, 
securing long-term finance and reaching 
the most vulnerable.
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Priorities 2025–28
Switzerland is committed to inclusive, 
peaceful and green development. Recog-
nising that climate change, biodiversity loss 
and pollution are interlinked with crises 
such as conflict, pandemics and socio-eco-
nomic inequality, the SDC takes a systemic 
and integrated approach to addressing 
these challenges.

The SDC’s work on climate, DRR and the 
environment aligns with frameworks such 
as the Paris Agreement, Sendai Framework 
and 2030 Agenda, while contributing 
to Switzerland’s Foreign Policy Strategy 
(2024–27) and International Cooperation 
Strategy (2025–28).

Environmental degradation and climate 
change are among the greatest threats 
facing humanity. However, solutions exist: 
investing in renewable energy, sustainable 
land use, early warning systems and resil-
ient infrastructure reduces risks, creates 
jobs, and empowers vulnerable groups. 

Switzerland’s engagement is both a moral 
and strategic imperative – supporting those 
most affected while reinforcing sustainabil-
ity, global stability, economic resilience and 
long-term prosperity.

The SDC will scale up regional and global 
climate and environmental initiatives 
while maintaining local relevance.  It will 
increasingly focus on Africa and enable 
South-South cooperation. By streamlining 
partnerships and leveraging private sec-
tor resources, the CDE Section enhances 
efficiency and ensures that global climate 
financing reaches vulnerable populations. 
De-risking climate projects and fostering 
innovative finance remain essential. 

At the policy level, the SDC will actively 
shape standards and lead by example. In 
2025, it co-organised and co-chaired the 
Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion, strengthening Switzerland’s capac-
ity to advance DRR both nationally and 

internationally. This strategic role is vital amid 
growing climate and environmental chal-
lenges and reinforces International Geneva’s 
position as a global hub for prevention and  
resilience.
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Policy dialogue, strategic 
partnerships, thematic advice,  
and knowledge management
Systemic change is driven by four core 
functions. 
1.	 On the policy front, the CDE Section 

helps shape global climate, DRR and 
biodiversity policies to ensure funding 
reaches those most in need. 

2.	 It partners with diverse stakeholders 
to expand climate services, access to 
energy, nature-based solutions and 
DRR, while mobilising private capital to 
close financing gaps.

3.	 The CDE Section strengthens the SDC’s 
programmes with evidence-based 
thematic advice rooted in its own 
interventions. 

4.	 It builds institutional expertise through 
knowledge management, advisory ser-
vices and cross-sectoral learning. 

Governance, gender equality and social 
inclusion are central across all functions – 
with a particular focus on conflict-sensitive 
climate action and women’s leadership in 
adaptation and DRR.
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To reach its objectives, the SDC collabo-
rates with a mix of trusted partners around 
the globe, including multilateral partners 
(Green Climate Fund, Adaptation Fund, 
World Bank, United Nations Environment 
Programme, United Nations Office for Dis-
aster Risk Reduction), academia, the private 
sector and civil society as well as national 
and subnational governments. The SDC 
also collaborates closely with the Federal 
Office for the Environment (FOEN) and 
the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs 
(SECO). Increased attention will be paid 
to strengthening local capacity in deci-
sion-making and implementation.

Multilateral Organisations

Academia

Private Sector

NGOs/Civil Society

Government Partners

Programmatic Framework 2025–28 
Budget: CHF 279.7 million 

(subject to parliamentary approval)
Breakdown by type of partner (approximations)

55%

15%

10%

10%

10%



A more inclusive and 
people-centred clean energy 

transition is accelerated

People and their livelihoods are 
more resilient to climate change 

and disasters

Biodiverse ecosystems and their 
services are preserved, restored, 

used sustainably and valued
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